
Families of eligible children will get a food benefit to  
help make up for missed free or reduced-price meals at school  
 
The federal government has authorized the Vermont Depart-
ment for Children and Families (DCF) and Agency of Educa-
tion (AOE) to provide temporary food benefits to pre K-12 
students who would normally receive free or reduced-price 
meals at school.  P-EBT benefits may be used to buy eligible 
food items anywhere 3SquaresVT is accepted. Benefits will 
be active for a year from the date of issuance and are non-
transferable.  
 
To learn more, read these Frequently-Asked Questions at 
https://dcf.vermont.gov/esd/covid19/P-EBT. 

Also, it’s time to think about growing your own food.  

Did you know you can use your 3SquaresVT benefit to grow 
your garden, what a great way to get children in-
volved?   Growing some of your own food is an inexpensive 
way to put fresh food on your table all summer long.  You can 
use your benefit to purchase fruit and vegetable seeds or 
starter plants at any retailer that accepts EBT cards.  

SSHP Updates 

As the month of April 
comes to a close, our agen-

cy is working diligently 
with our clients sheltered in 

motels and hotels to find 
safe, affordable housing 
and receive the Covid-19 

vaccine. The uncertainty of 
housing insecurity means 
that access to a vaccine is 
both incredibly important 
and  difficult due to chang-
es in shelter and housing. 

Our agency is working with 
the state to administer vac-
cines to interested clients 
located in motels across 

Windham and north Wind-
sor County. Reach out to 
SSHP AT 802-885-3034 

with any questions. 

Funds to help homeless individuals and 
families exit hotels and shelters into 

stable housing 

Rapid Resolution Housing Initiative (RRHI) 
is a temporary program with funds that 

can be used to meet the immediate finan-
cial needs of individuals and families ex-

periencing homelessness due to the 
COVID-19 public health crisis. These funds 
are for one time/short term flexible finan-
cial assistance to help households get to 

safe housing. Assistance with security de-
posits, rent, transportation costs, back 
utility, or back rent, reducing or elimi-
nating debt, program fees for recovery 

housing or other non-traditional housing 
option, offset costs for a host family or 

home-sharing scenario, moving costs, in-
cluding essential furnishings, and/or utili-

ty deposits or assistance. All requests 
must be tied to a housing plan with an 

identified timeline to exit homelessness. 
Please speak with your housing case man-
ager, contact SSHP, or call SEVCA at 802-

722-4575. 

Charmion Handy: Reach 
Up Case Manager  
Thank you Charmion for your 
work in our community! 
 

What is Reach Up and what is your work? 
 
Reach Up is a work program, we are tasked to 
identify barriers to employment with families 
who are currently receiving public assistance 
through the state of Vermont with the TANF 
program. We meet with families to see what is 
keeping them from being employed and set up 
a plan to reduce the number of barriers so they 
can eventually find sustainable employment for 
the future. 
 

How does Reach Up work with housing? 

 

We work collaboratively with housing partners. 
What generally happens with people is one of 
their identified barriers to employment is that 
they don't have adequate housing or housing 
at all. We work closely with housing partners to 
identify resources to help them find employ-
ment and fill out applications with landlords, or 
identify resources for Section 8 vouchers or 
other subsidize types of programs. 
 

Do you have a success story to share from your 
work through the pandemic? 

 

I’ve seen a lot more families and parents get 
jobs, unfortunately a lot of the jobs available 
are part time and entry level. But families that 
really struggled are getting jobs, I’ve got quite 
a few participants getting their high school di-
ploma or GED. I have one parent working on 
getting her high school diploma and also doing 
remote learning with her child. She was able to 
work out with Vermont Adult learning, she 
needed a gym credit for her diploma, and her 
son as a part of his remote learning require-
ments needed to do gym. They were both able 
to do a gym class together, to get credit to-
wards her high school diploma. It was pretty 
amazing as one step forward towards her high 
school diploma. She's working on her school 
work while her kids are working on their work. 
A couple of folks have been getting their per-
mit, because you can get it now online which 
has taken some of the pressure off of the test 
by being able to take the test remotely. I’m 
seeing a lot of steps forward, despite every-
thing that is going on. 
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